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| ChurchLEADERSHIP |
We Have To Get Involved!
By ANDREW SKYTTE ALIVIO

e, the church, exist because of what 
Christ has done for us in His glory and 

the production of His work. The Church exists 
for us to be in Christ our Lord, to 

be His people, 
and His hands 
and feet, in short, 
be His witnesses 

and ambassadors. 
When we get this Truth we get 

how to lead and manage His Church!

Obviously, a genuine Christian life and 
character are key factors to be on a 
church Leadership Team, but that is not 
enough!  Paramount for us was that 
somewhere in their “gift mix” leadership 

was in the top two or three.  I remember one 
person I really wanted to consider for the 
Leadership Team, and I asked a couple of times 
several months apart, “What are your top two or 
three spiritual gifts?”  Leadership wasn’t there, 
so we resisted putting the person on the team.  
It isn’t a teaching team, a hospitality team, a 
shepherding team (we had elders who were the 
shepherds)—it is a leadership team!
We, as members of this Church, must consider 
ourselves as leaders who are working for and 
with the Lord. We have to get involved!

“You	  are	  the	  light	  
of	  the	  world.	  A	  
city	  set	  on	  a	  hill	  
cannot	  be	  
hidden...	  In	  the	  
same	  way,	  let	  your	  
light	  shine	  before	  
others,	  so	  that	  
they	  may	  see	  your	  
good	  works	  and	  
give	  glory	  to	  your	  
Father	  who	  is	  in	  
heaven.”

MATTHEW	  
5:14-‐16	  ESV
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Dr. Hans A. Diehl 
DrHSc, MPH, FACN, Clinical 
Professor of Preventive Medicine, 
School of Medicine Loma Linda 
University and Founder CHIP & 
Lifestyle Medicine Institute LLC, 
will be presenting three health 
presentations TODAY ONLY. 
These seminars are FREE.

We Welcome Today’s 
Special Guest

10:00 - 10:55 am
"From Cripple to Champion" 

2:30 - 4:00 pm
Reversing Modern Killer Diseases: Overweight, 
High Blood Pressure, Diabetes, High Cholesterol, 
Heart Disease.

7:00 - 8:30 pm
Eat More, Weigh Less! Rational and Successful 
Weight Management.

ONLINE FEATURE
When viewing Beacon 
Light online via our 
website, click on a link 
with this symbol to 
learn more about the 
topic you are reading.

www.chiphealth.com
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| EDITORIAL | 
A Desert Place :: Waiting On the Lord
By BEVERLY CORPUS with TIM CORPUS

hen was the last time you were led to 
a “desert place” in your spiritual 

journey?  

Was it when you lost your job just as you 
were expecting your first child?

Was it after you came home from a long 
day of  work to find your spouse cheating 
on you?

Or was it when you learned that you 
would never be able to bear children?

How about being so caught up in the 
“busyness”of  mundane daily rituals that 
you no longer find joy in doing anything?

What is your desert place?

After that pivotal moment when we gave 
our lives to Jesus, the reality of  still being 
bound to a sin-sick world eventually settles 
back in.  When life hits hard and the 
losses are many, most of  us will hide 
behind the façade of  our “Sabbath best” 
and hope no one will notice.  Yet, this 
moment is critical.  It reveals just where 
we are spiritually.  

In his book, Landscape as Sacred Space: 
Metaphors for the Spiritual Journey, Steven W. 
Lewis points out why Christians tend to 
avoid spiritual deserts: “The examination 
of  our faith and reflections on our 
spiritual journeys can lead us to the edge 
of  a spiritual desert, releasing a flood of  
emotion from fear to confusion; Spiritual 
deserts are sacred places to struggle with 
God, ourselves, and life itself. Deserts tear 
away at the things we hold most dear 

while beckoning us to a deeper [and real]
understanding...” (Lewis, 2005)

God saw Hagar and Ishmael in the desert. 
Twice, our Lord delivered them and 
declared a blessing over their descendants. 
(Genesis 16, 21:8-20)

God drew Moses out from a wilderness life 
to a mountain ledge, and then called him 
to a mission that shaped the future of  the 
Israelite nation. (Exodus 3)

God’s Spirit led Jesus into the desert where 
He was tempted. Christ passed the test and 
then our Saviour began His earthly 
ministry. (Luke 4:1-14)

In a desert place, we are stripped away of  
all we have come to depend on. In this 
“sacred space,” we begin to thirst and 
hunger for something more. Then, in our 
brokenness, all we can do is wait.  Wait to 
die.  Die to ourselves.  In the wilderness 
where it is barren, dry and silent, it is here 
where the Lord can bring us back to life. 

Six months ago, my husband Tim had a 
triple coronary bypass at the age of  34.  
On the day he was to have his procedure, 
I found out that I had a large tumour at 
the base of  my brain. I was later told that 
because of  its size and location, surgery 
was the only option and as a direct result 
of  removing it, I would be completely 
deaf  in one ear.  

It has been six months since I entered this  
desert.  Believe me, I have asked many 
questions since, but none that are truly 
worth answering.  I believe God has a 
greater purpose for all this, though I may 
not know it now.  All I know is that I must 
wait on the Lord.  Does that make it any 
easier?  No.  But, I will wait on the Lord 
nonetheless.

For whatever reason Tim endured heart 
surgery and I am yet to undergo brain 
surgery, we are both grateful for these 
desert places. We have been given the 
opportunity to see God revealing Himself 
in our suffering.  Through the last six 
months alone, God has greatly increased 
our faith, and made our marriage and 
family life stronger.  That already, is an 
immense blessing!

But, this is not about us.  It never is.  It is 
always about Him and what He is doing.  
Although we don’t know exactly what that 
is yet, one thing remains true: God is 
always and ever faithful.

“The steadfast love of  the Lord never 
ceases, His mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great 
is Your faithfulness.”
        Lamentations 3:22-23, NRSV

W
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DO THIS IN REMEMBERANCE OF ME...

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lewis, Steven W. (2005), Landscape as Sacred Space: Metaphors for the Spiritual Journey.,      page 28. Google Books. 
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http://books.google.ca/books?id=6FpLAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA28&lpg=PA28&dq=desert+places+in+our+spiritual+journey&source=bl&ots=PXhCquaL2g&sig=LjN8ChaOYIvB2gOlORQkWH1XHoI&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Z8MsVM79EI2UyAT12YD4DA&ved=0CCQQ6AEwAQ%23v=onepage&q=desert%20places%20in%20our%20spiritual%20journey&f=false
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t was in the early 2000s when after 
slightly recovering from a heart 
attack because of so much stress as 

a result of losing my job as a Divisional 
Manager for encyclopedia sales due to 
the computer’s takeover, plus the 
painful recession at the time wherein I 
lost several of my key investment 
properties, I was compelled to turn to 
G o d for help. Matthew 11:28, 

which says, “Come to me 
all ye who are burdened 

and I will give you 
rest,” were the words 
from God that has 

given me comfort.
 From that time on, 
I started paying  more 
attention to Bible 
teachings, attended 
some crusades and 
eventually I made 
the decision to just 
work for the Lord, 
instead of always 
worrying about 
the many things 
of this world.  
 in 2004, after 
putting together 
some outlines 
a n d B i b l e 
study lessons, 
with the help 
of my wife,  I 
advertised in 
the Filipino 
Community 
newspaper 
“Free buffet 
lunch every 

S a t u r d a y 
between 12-2pm and 

Bible Study from 2-3pm.” In no time at 

all, it was around 2005 we had a 
congregation of about 100 members, 
coming  from different beliefs, but who 
accepted baptism into our Adventist 
denomination. Abundant Life Ministry 
Company was organized by Pastor 
Derrick Nichols, Ontario Conference 
president of the Seventh-day Adventist 
church at the t ime. The group 
eventually found their places at different 
Filipino churches throughout the city.
 Brother Albert Guerrero, a former 
student of Jehovah’s witnesses, is 
presently the head elder of Downtown 
Filipino Adventist church. Lauren 
Rabena, raised in a Catholic family, is 
now a strong and faithful youth leader 
here at Mount Zion.  Brother Rodel 
Ariola who also eagerly answered the 
advertisement, is an active member and 
leader in the Oshawa Filipino group.  
My son, Benjamin, also found his wife, 
Christine, among the new converts.
	 Even though the Abundant Life 
ministry was dissolved, I did not stop 
my promise of serving God in my 
capacity.  I eventually decided to 
become a self-supporting evangelist 
and carry this out as my personal 
ministry.  
	 In April of this year, I conducted 
two eventful evangelistic campaigns. 
The first was held in Libon, Albay and 
the other in Naic, Cavite.   This coming 
January 2015, I was invited to do a 
crusade in Manila Adventist Medical 
Center (MAMC).  My brothers and 
sisters, please continue to pray and 
support where you can as I continue to 
serve our God.  Herewith, let me share 
with you some photos of the crusades 
that God sent me to do in the 
Philippines.

I

Dear Bro. Noel and Sis. Beth:

Greetings to you from Southern Luzon Mission and family!

We expressed our deepest thanks and appreciations for your wonderful 

and fruitful ministry here in Legazpi City.  The evangelistic meeting you 

had blessed the Mission, the brethren and the community as well.  The 

brethren worked unitedly and actively involved in the ground preparation 

and in the crusade proper.  Ten of the big barangays were entered an three 

small companies’ believers were formed.  The small groups in Quelicao 

and in Dela Paz are still conducting the Bible study.

To date, there are 4 added souls baptized to make 107 precious souls 

ushered into the feet of Jesus.  The city government of Legazpi gives 

commendations to the Seventh-day Adventist for the 555 patients (405-

adults and 150-children) served during the two separate days of Health 

Expo.  With this results we all say to God be the glory and thank you for 

your family and the church were you belong in Canada and to all who 

helped in this wonderful evangelism work.

The planned to work in Ligao and Oas is in the process.  This coming 

May 12, 2013 the council of elders in West Albay will work the 

evangelistic strategic plan for 2014 Crusade.  We look forward for 

another day that you can work with us again. God bless and more power!

Sincerely,

PASTOR ELISEO R. GARRADO

Southern Luzon Mission, Executive Secretary

SOUTHERN LUZON MISSION

of  the Seventh-day Adventist Church

A parade told everyone in town about 
the Bible Seminar. 

Praying and appealing for individuals to 
give their lives to Jesus. 

Baptism at a local pool.

| FRONTIER | 
TESTIMONY :: Excitedly Ministering For The Lord
By NOEL FRIAS
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ollowing months of planning and 
preparation, 124 of Maharlika 

Pathfinder Club’s youth, leaders, 
volunteers, parents and supporters 
representing Mount Zion  Filipino 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
departed from Toronto to be a part of 
the largest Adventist Youth  event in 
the world – the 2014 Forever Faithful 
International Pathfinder Camporee in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin on August 
11-16, 2014.

The group arrived at Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin on Monday, August 12.  
It was a cold, rainy, muddy day 
which made for a challenging, 
messy camp se t -up f o r c i ng 
everyone into rain boots and coats.    

After finalizing camp set-up and 
duties, most of the  Pathfinders 
ventured out to complete  honours, 
participate  in activities, pin-trades, 
find old friends and make new ones.  

Camporee officially opened with a 
ceremony of Pathfinder pageantry - 
a grand parade of flags, drums and a 
display of fireworks. North American 
Division (NAD) Youth Ministries 
Director, Elder James Black Sr., 
along with many world church and 
P a t h f i n d e r l e a d e r s , w e r e i n 
attendance to welcome  over 45,000 
Pathfinders, leaders and  families to 
Oshkosh.  

The nightly programs were so 
riveting that clubs literally sat in the 
hot sun for more than 3 hours prior 
to  program  start to get prime seating 
in front of the main stage. One of the 
greatest blessings of the week was 

found right in those camp chairs 
through the spirit of true Christian 
hospitality with a group of hungry 
Pathfinders from the UK.  

An invitation was extended to the 
group to join us after the night 
program to have a roast beef dinner 
and the invitation was gladly 
accepted. Our new friends from the 
UK shared a hot meal with us and 
exclaimed, “We now have new Tita’s 
in Canada!” as they gave a generous 
dose of hugs and kisses in gratitude.

The theme for the week, ‘Forever 
Faithful’ was based on the story of 
David and his 3 friends so beautifully 
portrayed by the nightly production 
followed by the inspiring  messages 
of Pastor Sam  Leonor, Chaplain at 
La Sierra University.  It was eye-
opening  to witness a well-loved Bible 
story come to life.  

In keeping with their rigorous 
practice schedule, Maharlika  brought 
their A-game to the drill  competition.  
T h e B a s i c  t e a m  w i t h D r i l l 
Commander Zabdel Salandanan 
achieved 2nd Place; Advanced team 

with  Drill Commander Rainon Robes 
achieved 1st Place and Fancy/
F r e e s t y l e t e a m w i t h  D r i l l 
Commander JM Zabanal  achieved 
1st Place.   

The most significant highlight of the 
w e e k w a s w i t n e s s i n g  a n d 
celebrating the baptisms of 9 of our 
own Pathfinders - Julio  Rey, Jensine 
Aure, Fritz Frias, Jubily Aradanas, 
Angel Aradanas, Michelle Solijon, 
Genevieve Tulod, Camille Silva and 
Josiah Anunciacion. 

There  is something special about 
worshiping on Sabbath with  the 
worldwide Pathfinder community - 
a sea of Type A uniforms for as far 
as the eye can  see! Many of us 
spent most of Saturday afternoon 
visiting with family and friends from 
other clubs and  enjoyed some 
downtime before the Closing 
Ceremony and camp teardown.

During our time at Oshkosh we 
saw many reminders of God's 

unfailing love for His children. We 
experienced torrential  rain (and 
mud) strong winds, heat and dust, 
cold nights, a few wonderful 
oppo r tun i t i es t o sha re ou r 
blessings by extending Christian 
hospitality to those around us,  
friendship with old and new, 
excitement of being part of drill 
competitions, and witnessing 9 of 
our Pathfinders being baptized. 
What an awesome experience!

Plans are already being laid to be 
in attendance at the 2019 Chosen 
Camporee on August 12-17, 2019.   

| FAMILY | MaharlikaPATHFINDERClub
REPORT :: 2014 Forever Faithful International Camporee
By JUDY GAMEZ
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Our three pastors baptizing the youth

Our drilling trophiesMaharlika 2014

Images courtesy of  Jane Pangilinan, Jerson Aure, and Mae Anunciacion, respectively
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| FRONTIER | HealthMINISTRY
First Children’s Health Expo Held at Mount Zion
By ESTHER ROSAL

he first Children’s Health Expo was held on September 28, 2014 at Mount Zion and revealed a vision, as shared by the 
Health Ministry, which is based on two concepts:
 

1) Discovery - the children discover the eight natural 
laws with the help of  banners and games which enable 
them to experience each law as it works in nature. We 
provided pictures of  animals engaged in different 
activities to help the children understand how the laws 
affect the animals' way of  life. 

2) Application - the children receive age - appropriate 
information to help them apply the laws to their lives. 

We received plenty of  positive feedback and may have a 
possible re-run next year!   Thank you to all those who 
came out and supported this event.  Our desire it to 
continue revealing our Creator God and His love 
through nature and every day, healthy living.
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PICTORIAL :: Mount Zion Seniors Tour of Toronto

On the subway...
presenting the new 

president of  the Seniors!!

          THANK YOU 
Mary Jane Aggabao for being such a happy and 

able organizer of 
this fun event!  

         Bless your ♥!

Taking a ferry across 

Lake Ontario to 

Toronto Island
Riding a double-decker tour bus around downtown
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ow do we spread God's Word?” is a question that 
can be difficult to answer sometimes if  we don't have 

the right understanding of  how to go about it. We must 
to keep in mind what Paul said, "I will not ...speak of  
anything except what Christ has accomplished through 
me." Paul didn't place glory in what Christ had done for 
him, but in what Christ was doing through him. Notice the 
distinction.  We must walk with Jesus to allow His work to 
be done in us and in others.

There is Only room for One Savior in our life, and that is  
Jesus Christ of  Nazareth! If  we elevate people and their 
opinions above the truth of  God, we will never be able to 
serve both God and them! Let us kick out everything and 
anything that is attempting to steal His Glory! Now is a 
good time to start lifting up and revealing our one true 
God! He is worthy of  our honour and praise! So, praise 
Him with everything in you, beloved ones!
 
The Lord is still waiting to speak to you and me. He has 
already instructed us to meditate on His Word. Put the 
television, computers and media aside. Sit down and 
invite Him to speak to you through His Word. He is 
faithful!  Simply remember, this is the key: Whatever God 
tells you to do, you must do it!   Do you know His voice?  
It is this daring, but needed heart approach, that allows 
us to experience something new and fresh in our walk 
with Him. We encourage all members of  the church to 
get involved in spreading God's Word.
 
Mount Zion will be having a nightly weekend 
Evangelistic Series on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
nights (except Sunday, October 12th) from October 3-25,  
2014 at 7:30PM  We invite you to walk with Jesus.

| FRONTIER | EvangelisticSERIES
Walking With Jesus
By ANDREW SKYTTE ALIVIO

“H

General Information

Date: 

Thursday, July 2, 2015 through Sabbath, July 11, 2015

Place:

Henry B Gonzalez Convention Center

200 East Market Street
San Antonio, TX 78203

Alamodome

100 Montana Street
San Antonio, TX 78203Plan to be there!

A large number of hotel rooms have been 
blocked  by the General Conference (GC) 
office.  Housing reservations opened up on 
May 1, 2014.  It is highly recommended to 
make hotel reservations now in order to 
avoid disappointment.  For more information 
about the 60h GC Session, please visit the 
official website.

2015.gcsession.org

For more info, visit our Walk With Jesus FaceBook      page
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http://2015.gcsession.org/attending/directions/
http://2015.gcsession.org/attending/directions/
http://2015.gcsession.org/attending/directions/
http://2015.gcsession.org/attending/directions/
http://2015.gcsession.org
http://2015.gcsession.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/842392882445732/
https://www.facebook.com/events/842392882445732/
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earning is an 
ongoing saga 

in life and as 
part of  the 
Caregivers 
Resource and 
Development 
Program 
(CDRP), much 
of  what we offer is education and life skills training.

We had a buzzing day on our first session of  Computer 
Literacy held on August 3, 2014, from the neophytes to the 
“confidents” in our Word and Excel tutorials.  Thank you for 
the helping hands of  our assistants who assured the students 
as they “surfed” the maze, that all that is required is a little 
click here and there and....“ oh no, where did it go”? 

The workshop was facilitated by Diosdado David, who came 
to us from 
Industrial 
Alliance. His 
patience and 
humour made 
the learning 
process less 
intimidating.  
Thank you 

Nannette Britanico for providing us a resource person and 
most of  the personal computers on which our learning was 
put into practice. We are also grateful to our faithful 
assistants: Nanette Britanico, Ed Robello, Mae Camato, 
Lauren Rabena and AC Aguinaldo for patiently working with 
us.

Another CRDP event held back on July 20, 2014, called  
“Building Your Financial Future” was well presented in a 
comprehensive way by Rob Carter, Vice President of  Sales at 
Industrial Alliance and Financial Services.

He was followed by Pauline De Leon-Hutson, a Manager at 
one of  our local Royal Bank of  Canada (RBC) branches.  
Her topic was entitled “How to Manage your Credit Cards”. 
Knowing that 
just about 
every working 
person owns 
at least one 
credit card, 
this was a very 
welcome 
subject for 
discussion. A thoughtful and engaging question and answer 
period followed which helped our attendees become better 
informed on how to make credit cards work for them and not 
the other way around.
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Report :: Computer Literacy Training and Building Your Financial Future

By EVELYN REGOSO

Sunday,
OCTOBER 12, 2014

at
10:00am

Join the MZFC family for our 
Annual Thanksgiving Celebration 

with guest speaker, 
Pastor Ely Magtanong. 

A luncheon will follow immediately.

ANNUAL

!anksgiving
CELEBRATION

Please remember to bring a non-perishable
 item or two for the Food Bank.
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When we live through God’s 
perspective, our approaches 

to restoring relationships 
are shaped and shown in the 
way of Jesus -- through true 

and compassionate love.

n the weekend of 
September 12-14, 

2014. we basked in the 
beauty of God’s creation at 
Camp Frenda in the 
Muskokas.  
We were blessed to have 

Pastor Joel Nembhard, Ministerial Director of the Ontario 
Conference, imparting God’s wisdom.  Our theme for the 
weekend, “One Heart, One Soul - Bound by Christ’s Love” 
resonated strong and left this important take home principle:
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“	  Walk	  in	  Love	  when	  
dealing	  with	  conflict”



 8

| NEW&NOTEWORTHY | Welcomes&Milestones

elcome to the youngest 
addition to our church family, 

Mackenzie Grace, born August 7, 
2014 to Melanie and Walter Tortal. 
May our church be a welcoming 
place to this precious family and a 
home church for the little one  to 
grow.

e want to welcome to  our 
church family, the Ayson 

family, who come to us from  the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
Eduardo was transferred from  
Alain Seventh day  Adventist 
Church, UAE on July 19, 2014. . It 
is our hope that they have now 
found a niche in our congregation. 
Welcome to Mount Zion!

  L-R: Eduardo, Angel, Gabriel    
  and Hazel

e embrace the presence of 
Eduardo and Hannah Grace 

Balance into  our church at one  of 
the most challenging moments of 
their lives. May you find our 
warmth, compassion and care a 
comfort. Welcome to our midst and 
please feel at home. (pictured 
above, centre column)

e extend a warm welcome to 
Dhen Dehn Caagbay Jaraba,  

She married Kelvin in the summer 
of last year, and has finally moved 
from Michigan to join the rest of the 
Jaraba family.  We pray that her 
adjustment to Toronto is a smooth 
one as we embrace her into our 
church family.

ustained by the Lifegiver for 97 
years, Alex Malones, pictured  

with  his wife Ellen (top right) were 
able to celebrate this milestone 
together at his senior residence. 
He was surrounded then by his 
loving family. 

ama Aurora turned 90! An 
after church celebration with 

the Golden Circle of Mount Zion 
Filipino church was joyously held 
September 27, 2014. She  is 
pictured  below surrounded by her 
loving  children, Ted, Alma, Glenda 
and Blanche.

lenn Mariano and Jacqueline 
Sunio, pictured with Emily, tied 

the knot on August 31, 2014.  
Mount Zion has watched these two  
grow up over the years and it is a 
beautiful thing to see two young 
people who love the Lord find love 
with each other.  God bless you as 
you build a new life together.
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Good news?
Holding an event?
Announcement?

Have a testimony?
Share it with us!

Send submissions to
mzfc.beaconlight@gmail.com


